NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ETHIOPIAN

HIV/AIDS INFORMATION DESK/UNIT

Introduction

NALE initiative to provide the right information to the right people and at the right time led to the introduction of HIV/AIDS awareness programme to its customers. It was in response to the Government’s call for multi-sectoral approach to combat HIV/AIDS. The NALE being the only library of its kind in Ethiopia, was concerned that many Ethiopians were victims of HIV/AIDS epidemic.

HIV/AIDS is socially and economically devastating to the country and the young mostly between age group 15-45 years continue to be contaminated to HIV/AIDS, thus resulting in loss of energetic manpower. The NALE, out of concern, and in line with the Government policy, saw the need of equipping the library users and the general public with HIV/AIDS information. 

Dissemination of information and education to the library clientele were seen as powerful weapons in the fight against the scourge. Against this background the HIV/AIDS information desk/unit was launched on June 7,2004. Consequently, the unit started providing Internet based information services on 15th of June 15,2005.

Goals and Objectives 
· To acquire all available information materials on HIV/AIDS both print and non-print. 
· To create and maintain a database on all available information on HIV/AIDS. 
· To provide information on HIV/AIDS to library users, researchers, policy makers and the general public. 
· To establish a relationship between the researchers, policy makers and the general public in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
· To facilitate easy access to information on HIV/AIDS by target groups such as the youth through video and film shows. 

Services offered 
· Answering reference questions on HIV/AIDS and its related fields. 
· Distribution of publications on HIV/AIDS freely for the users, government offices, other institutions and members of the public during exhibitions and public lectures. 
· Dissemination of information on HIV/AIDS through folk media such as drama, songs and dances. 
· Translation of documents on HIV/AIDS from English to local languages in order to reach a wider audience. 
· Conduct a get together among peer groups to discuss various issues related to HIV/AIDS 

· Video shows on HIV/AIDS. 
· Lectures on HIV/AIDS. 
· Postal services. 
· Participates in seminars, exhibitions and other related forum such as World AIDS Day celebrations, which address issues on HIV/AIDS. 
· Providing preventive devices such as condoms. 

· Organises with The Association of People With AIDS in Ethiopia for free voluntary HIV testing. 
· Encouraging personal testimonies by those infected with HIV/AIDS. 

Future Projections
· Educational outreaches to various community  
· HIV/AIDS video libraries 

· Conduct video shows every day just like other library services 

· Translate HIV/AIDS materials from English local languages 
· To acquire all available formats of HIV/AIDS materials in both print and non-print 

