PROCLAMATION NO. 179/1999
THE ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL ARCHIVES
AND LIBRARY PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the management of the Nationd Archives and Libray in a coordinated
manner, the collection of archives, books, related texts, audio and video recording, the
organization of modernized documention services under one center and the promotion of
information services have become necessary;

NOW, THERFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1) of the Conditution of the Federa
Democratic Republic of Ethiopiait is Hereby Proclamed asfollows.

PART ONE
Generd

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the "Ethiopia Nationd Archives and
Library Proclamation No. 179/1999."

2. Scope of Application

1) With regard to archives, this proclamation shdl apply to offices of the
Federd Government, public enterprisss owned by the Federd
Goovernment, and City Administrations of Addis Ababaand Dire Dawa.

2) With regard to printed matters, this proclamation shdl apply to the autor,
printer, publisher, duplicator, digtributor and agent of any printer gray
literature,

3. Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise in this proclamation:
1) "Agency" meansthe Ethiopian Nationd Archives and Library Agency;

2) "Minigry" or "Miniger" means the Minisry and Miniger of Information
and Culture respectively;,

3) "Archives' means regardless of their physica form or content, non-current
records, either origina or copy, in the form of scripts, maps, graphs, audio
and video recordings, photographs and other records of smilar nature
produced by government offices and private persons in the course of
conducting their day to day affairs and sdlected for permanent preservation
because of their information value;



4) "Public Library" means a library which serves the generd public under the
auspices of regiond or city adminigrations;

5) "Record" means a regardless of its physcd form or conntent, any letter,
note, unbound text, bound materia, book, plan, map, sketch, figure,
pictorid or gragphic representation, photogrgph, film microfilm microfiche,
audio and video recording or dectronicaly recorded information produced
by a provenant in the course of conduct of day to day affairs and wihcih is
in the process of transfer to or not yet transferred to the Nationa Archives
and Library inspite of its informative vaue & the time when and & the
place where it has been produced,;

6) "Published Document” means any book ro part of a book, newsepaper,
magazine, pamphlet, map, plan schedule, unbound print, table and other
samilar document printed by any mechanica or eectronic means;

7) "Gray Literatureé’ means any document with informative vaue and having
a published cover and a type or computer written or stenncil-duplicated
content;

8) "Duplicated Document” means any text with informtive vaue congituing
atype or computer written or stencil- duplicated contennt;

9) "Manuscript” means a written text prepared in a tradiond way and which
possesses higaticd culturd; or artistic sgnificance;

10) "Audio Recording” means eectronicaly recorded and transmited audio-
information;

11) "Video Recording” means eectronicaly recorded and transmited image of
film informeation;

12)"Audio and Video Recording’ means dectronicaly recorded and
transmited sound and image information;

13) "Tradition” means the culture, custom, belief, higory and other socid
vaues of a certan people or group of people in a locdity which is ordly
handed down from generation to generation through songs, hymns,
proverbs and other related means;

14)"Ord Higory" means higoricd information collected through interview
and recorded on cassettes or transcribed on documents,

15) "Provenant” means any person possessing informative records produced in
the course of conduct of day to day affairs;

16) "Publisher" means any publisher in the country;



17) "Printer” means any person who prints or duplicates written texts, audio
recording, video recordeing and audio and video recordings by mechanica

means,

18) "Printing Press’ means any entity in the country carrying on printing
activities,

19) "Book" means any published document which contains, non-current news
and conssting of not less than forty nine pages,

20) "Documentary Heritage' means ancient parchment texts, ancient prints,
published and unpublished materids, gray literature and dectronicdly
recorded audio, video and audio-video information and other documents
of informative vaue which are worthpreserving so as to be handed down
from generation to generation,

21) "CD" means compact or optica disk used in computers of other eectronic
device to dore text, data audio recordings, video recordings and audio-
video recordings as well as to disseminate or transmit information;

22) "Printed Matter” means any published document, gray litrature, audio
recording, video recording, audio-video recording and other recording on
mangenetic disk (Compact disk);

23) "Person’ means any naturd or juridical person’

PART TWO
The National Archivesand Library Agency
Establishement

1) The Nationd Archives and Library Agency (herendfter referred to as "the
Agency") is hereby edablished as an autonomous body having its own
legd persondity. Where found necessary, Archives and Library may be
established separately and have their respective autonomous body.

2) The Agency shdl be accountable to the Minigtry.
Head Office

The Agncy shdl have its head office in Addis Ababa and may have branch
offices e sawhere as may be necessary;



Organization

The Agency shdl have

1
2)
3)

An Advisory Council;
A Director Generd; and

The Necessary Saff.

Objectives

The Objectives of the Agency shdl be to collect, sysdematicaly organize,
preserve, and make the ifnformation resources of the country avalable for
study and research purposes.

Powers and Duties of the Agency

The Agency shdl have the following powers and duties to achieve its
objectives.

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Ensure the Proper handling and safety of records in a provenant until their
transfer to the Agency;

Operate as a nationa repodtory center of printed meatter, gray literature,
non-printed documents, manuscripts higtorical, archives and records,
tradition and ora history audio recording, video recordings, audio-video
recordings and other documentary heritage; endeavor, by making use of
state-of-the art technology, to preserve them for study and research
purposese;

Make efforts to bring to the country the origiond or copy of literary
documents which were taken out of the country;

Acquire and preserve records of defunct government offices or inditutions
aswel| as archives without owner;

Eagtablish a record center which shdl serve as a temporary Storage of
records transferred from provenants, and in which records of sgnificance
are gpprased to be transferred to the Agency, and which decides upon
records not worthy of permanent preservation;

In cooperation with archives, libraries, documentation centres and other
information entities, edtablish organize, creste a database of a nationd
information sysem which enables an integrated, proper and efficient
utilization of the information resources of the country;



7) Initigte the issuance of regulations and directives regarding the Nationd
Archives, the Nationa Library and the Record Center as wel as the
handling and safety of records in provenants, and aso ingpect the
implementation of same;

8) Nationdize archives which have naiond imporatance and which ae in
possesson of individuas upon payment of compensation whenever they
are exposed to man made or natura disasters;

9) Enaure that origind archives and documentary heritage of the country are
not taken aboroad on a permananet bas's; inspect copies and permit for their
being taken out of the country;

10) Prepare, publish and didribute the Ethiopian Nationad Bibliography and
perodicas index publications;

11) Serve asanationa registry center of ISBN and ISSAN the Country;

12) Represent the Country with regard to matters provided for under Sub-
Articles (10) and (11) of this Aarticles;

13) By concluding agreements with redligious inditutions and privaie persons,
collect priceless and rare ancient manusripts possessed by them; take a

microfilm or a micro fiche copy of the manuscripts when this is not
possible and make them available for study and research purposes,

14) Serve as a repodgtory center for publication of internationd and nationd
organizations as well as research inditutions,

15) Ensure that the contents of archives which are to reman confidentid, by
government decision, are not disclosed;

16) Work in collaboration with gsate archives and libraries as wel as public
libraries established or to be established in regiond adminidtrations,

17) Function as atraining center to achieve its objectives,

18) Work closdy with nationd and international organizations in order to
develop and promote professions pertaining to archives and library affairs;

19) Charge fees asrequired for servicesit renders;

20) Own property, concluude agreements, sue and be sued in its own name.



0. Members of the Advisory council
1) The Council shdl congg of the following members

a) Representative of the Ministry......................... Chairman
b) Representative of the Ministry of Finnance.......... Member
C) Representative of the Ministry of Education. .. "
d) Representative of the Ministry of of Justice. .. "
€) Representative of the Minigtry of Forrign Affairs.... "
f) Representative of the Minigtry of the Science

and Technology Commission ..............c..cceeuenee

0 Representative of Universities......................... "
h) Charman of the Ethiopian Authors Associations....

i) Chairman of the Fine Arts Associations.............. "

) Representative of the Ethiopian Ortohodox Chruch "

k) Representative of the Supreme Council of Idamic Affairs™
) Representative of the Ethiopan Mapping Authority "

m) Representative of the Security, Immigration and
Refugee Affars Authority ..., "
n) Director-Genera of the Agency ......... Member & Secretary

2. Without prgjudice to what is provided under Sub-Article (1) other
bodies may aso represented in the council if necessary.

10. Powers and Duties of the Advisory Council
The Advisory council shdl have the following powers and duties:
1) Give adviceto the Agency for the proper discharge of its functions;
2) Edablish Nationd Record Disposa Committee.
11. Meetings of the Advisory Council
1) The Council shall issue its own rules of procedure.

2) There shdl be a quorum when more than hdf of the members of the
council are present at its meettings.



13.

12.

N o

3) Decisons of the Council shdl be made by a mgority vote, in case of tie,
the Chairman shdl have a cagting vote.
4) Members of the Council shdl have five yearsterm of office.

Director General of the Agency

1) The Director Generd shal be gppointed by the Government upon
recommendation of the Miniger.
2) The Director Generd dhall, as a chief executive, direct and administer the
Agency in accordance with directives of the Minigter.
3) Without prguduce to Sub-Article (2) of this Article the Director Generd
sl
a) Implement the powers and duties of the Agency laid down
under Article 8 of this proclamation;
b) Employ and Adminiger the personnd of the Agency
pursuant to the federd civil service laws,
C) Prepare and submit to the Miniger the annua budget and

work programme of the Agency;

d) Make payments pursuant to the approved budget and work
programme of the Agency;

e) Submit annuad performance report of the Agency to the
Minigter;

f) Represent the Agency in al its dedlings with third parties.

4) The Director Generd may partidly ddegate his authority to officids of
the Agency to the extent necessary for the efficient peformance of the
functions of the Agency; however, if the ddegation is for more than 30
days, it shdl be submited and approved by the Minigter.

PART THREE
Adminigration of The Nationd Archives

Obligation of the Provenant
Any Provenant shal:

Have a properly organized record service section.

Trandfer dl those records reaching the age of 25 years and which ae non current
to the record centre of the agency at the end of every year;

Notify the agency, as regards stolen or lost archives or archives which are deleted
or tampered with in any other way within one month from the date when the fact
of their being golen or their loss is known or with respect to archives which are
deleted or tampered with, as of the date when such is ascertained;

Notify the Agency when records at its disposal are to be transferred permanently
to another body before such transfer is effected;

Organize a committee of experts or officers of higher rank which shdl compile a
list of records that should be disposed of;

Implement directives issued for the purpose of modernizing record management;
Transfer records at its disposa upon liquidation.
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16.

17.

18.
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Disposals of Records

Any provenant shal not dispose of records at its disposal.

In no case shall records created prior to 1936 E.C be disposed of.

Without prgudice to Sub-Artice (2) of this Article, the disposal of al records
shall be carried out by the Agency.

Obligations of the agency

The Agency shdl:
1) Organizae and make records it receives avalable for sudy and
research purposes in not more than five years,
2) Temporarily handover archives to provenants upon the request of the
leter;

Right and Obligations of Users

Without prejudice to Article 18 of this Proclamation any person shdl have the
right to use archives for study and research purposses. The specifics regarding
the right to use archives shdl be provided in the directive to be issued by the

Agency,
Restrictions on the use of Archives

1) Notwithgtanding the provison of Artcile 16 gpplications for the use of
archives shdl be rgjected where;

a) Pursuant to an agreement concluded between the agency and a
provenant pior to the transfer of the archive in question, or pursant
to government decison the period of time within which the
archives should remain confidntia has not yet lapsed;

b) The Agency drongly bdives that disclosng the content of the
archive endangers the security of the country and its people;

) Pursant to an agreement concluded between private persons who
own archives and the Agency, such privae achives are not
accessble to the public.

2) The Agency shdl reason out the rgction of the application in writing
within one week as of the date application.

Transfer Archives

1) Buying, sdling donating or dveloping as inheritance, as wel as any other
way of trandfering Sate archivesis forbidden,

2) Private archives may be tranderred to the Agency through sde, donation
or succeson.

3) Any private person or inditution that transfers archives in its posesson
through inheritance donation or sde shdl notify, such transfer to the

Agency.
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PART FOUR
Adminigration of The Nationa Library

Library
Obligation to deposit printed Matter

1) Any printer or publisher of any printed matter shal depost copies of such
printed matter in the Agency,

2) Any duplicator or digtributor of any printed matter prepaed abroad and
printed in the country shdl discharge the obligation provided for under
Sub- Article (1) of thisArticle,

3) Any publisher or author of printed materids prpared wholly or patidly in
Ethiopia and printed abroad shdl depost three copies of such materids in

the Agency.

Times and Condition for the Deposit of Printed Matters

The printer, publisher, author, duplicator or distributor of any printed matter
shdl deposit such printed matter in the Nationd Library within thirty days as of
the day it was printed through a registerd post or through specia messenger.

Transfer of Documentary Heritage

1) Any private person or inditution that transfers documentary heritage in its
possession through inheritance, donation or sde shal notify such transfer
to the Agency,

2) Taking documentary heritage out of the country, in a way tha is country
to the provisons of this proclamation is forbiden;

PART FIVE
Miscelaneous
Power to isssue Directives and Regulations
1) The Miniger may issue directives necessary for the implementation of this
proclamation,
2) The Council of Minigers may issue Rgulaions for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

Obligation to Cooperate

Any governmentd of non-governmental organization or indivdud shdl have the
obligation to cooperate in the implementation of this proclamation.
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Repealed Laws

1) Proclamation No. 50/1976 and Legd Notice N0.40/1976 are hereby
repealed,

2) All provisons of any law contrary to this proclamation shdl not gpply
with regard to matters provided for in this proclamation.

Penality

Unless the Penal Code Provides for amore severe pendity, any person who:

1) Contravenes Article 13(2) of this Proclamation shdl be punishable with
imprisonment not exceeding one year and with a fine not exceeding 2000
Brii.

2) Contravenes Article 14(1) of this Procdlamation shdl be punishable with
imprisonment of one to five years and with a fine 2000 to 20,000 Birr,

3) Illegally takes out of the country archives books or documentary heritage
ghdl be punishable with rigorous imprisonment of three to ten years and
with afine from 4,000 to 20,000 Birr.

4) Contravenes Article 18(1) of this Proclamation shdl be punishable with
imprisonement of one to three years and with a fine from 10,000 to 20,000
Birr.

5) Contravenes Artcile 19 of this Proclamatiion shdl be punishable with a
fine up to 2000 Birr.

6) Contravenes Article 22(1) of this Proclaamation shdl be punishable with a

fine upto 2000 Birr.

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 29" day of June 1999.
Done a Addis Ababa, this 29" day of June 1999.

NEEGASO GIDADA (DR)
PERSIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



